Congress of the United States

@ ashington, DL 20515

March 9, 2006

The Honorable Arlen Specter

Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Specter,

As you know, the House of Representatives passed an immigration reform bill in December.
The bill takes several steps to restore order to our anarchical borders and to reform our dysfunctional
immigration system. Among other provisions, the bill calls for the construction of a security fence
along our southern border, streamlines federal and local law enforcement cooperation on immigration
matters, and helps protect American workers by mandating an instant check system for businesses to
verify the legal status of their employees. We worked diligently to make sure that our vision for reform
passed the House, and we were pleased that it garnered broad bipartisan support.

No reasonable observer — regardless of his or her policy perspective — believes that the current
system serves the national or economic security interests of our country. We are all aware of how our
porous borders and our lax interior enforcement create opportunities for criminals, whether they are
human smugglers, illegal employers or persons sneaking into our country to do us harm. Americans
demand that we fix our broken system, now.

We believe that both houses of Congress have a shared responsibility to solve this problem.
Unfortunately, we have grave concerns about several of the proposals which have been presented to
your committee. We are concerned that some of these proposals are fundamentally incompatible with
the desire of the American public for real immigration reform — and their clear opposition to reform
proposals that amount to little more than thinly disguised attempts to provide amnesty. If the Senate
were to pass such a proposal, we believe it would doom any chance of a real reform bill reaching the
President’s desk this year.

In order to provide a roadmap to successful reform, we ask that you consider several
fundamental principles when you are crafting your committee’s proposal:

» Border Security: We must make an honest attempt to secure our borders through greater
manpower and infrastructure resources — over and above what Congress has already authorized.

o Interior Enforcement: No solution to illegal immigration will work until we begin to prosecute
employers who lure illegal aliens into the U.S.

» Enforcement First: No foreign worker plan can function unless we have operational control of
our borders and unless we know who comes in and out of our country.
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o No Amnesty: Rewarding persons who have broken the law with an advantage that they would
not otherwise have had encourages more illegal behavior and is unjust to immigrants who came
to the U.S. legally.

Our country desperately needs secure borders. Our constituents demand them. We look forward
to working with you and your colleagues in the Senate to pass immigration reform this year.

Sincerely,
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